Champion Studio
Music Theatre Program

Curriculum

Instructor: Belinda A. Sáenz
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Study, preparation, and performance of musical drama. Basic, intermediate, and advanced (as the course progresses) study and evaluation in the areas of role preparation and analysis, formal structure of song, scene movement and theatrical dance, and study of technical aspects of theatre. 

COURSE GOALS:

The goals of this course are to prepare and encourage the young dancer/singer/ actor to:

· Develop the performing skills necessary to perform quality musical drama.

· Enjoy the learning/creative process.
· Identify and utilize student talents to their fullest potential.
· Provide students with the skills necessary to independently prepare selections from the music theatre repertory.
· To prepare students for auditions in local and outer theatrical productions. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

With the knowledge, practice and, and experience obtained in this course, the student will be able to:

· Independently prepare selections form the music theatre repertory.
· Perform selections from the music theatre repertory with accuracy of pitch, rhythm, and dramatic expression.

· Prepare and perform repertoire to a level acceptable for a public performance.

· Evaluate self- and peer performances with appropriate terminology and constructive commentaries.

In other to achieve these objectives, the student will:
· Attend to class and extra rehearsals regularly.

· Fully participate in all course work, exercises, and performances as assigned.

· Acquire all theatrical/musical material assigned according to scheduled goals.

· Complete all written and practical assignments as scheduled.
· Dedicate substantial time outside of class to practice and prepare.

ACTING
1. Focus on the study and application of fundamental techniques of acting for the stage, with emphasis of the actor’s approach to the Stanislavski system of analysis, characterization, and performance. 
2. Develop basic skills for effective performance.

· Acquaintance and trust exercises

· Physical and vocal warm-up techniques

· Improvisation

· Theatre games

3. Textual analysis. 

· Play readings and analysis.

4. Character preparation and analysis.

5. Rehearsal exploration.

· Skits preparation
· Monologue preparation from the plays of Modern American Realism.

· Scene for two analysis and preparation from the plays of Modern American Realism.

· One-act plays/serious and musicals

VOICE

1. Introduction to vocal and performance techniques. 

· Performance creed. 

· Vocal commandments.

· Preparation

· Accurate practice

· Vocal expression

· Physical expression

· Self-evaluation

2. Musical introduction

· Major scale a capella

· One octave (ascending and descending) a capella.
· Describe the role of sharps and flats.
· Tonal memory skills. (Accurately “echo” any series of pitches.
· Write out the solfège for any son in a major key.
· Write out the count of any song using Eastman counting system.

· Identify and describe time signatures.
· Identify and describe key signatures.

3. Basic physiology of singing. Basic physical skills necessary for efficient singing.
· Breathing

· Diction

· Resonance

· Phonation

· Posture
· Perform standard song literature accurately, with aligned technique and appropriate delivery.

DANCE/ MOVEMENT FOR THE STAGE

Fulfill the learning objectives of a formal dance class and will include:

1. Musical Theatre
· Musical comedy
· Extravaganza

· Revue

· Jazz

· Broadway Ballet

· Social dance

· Modern dance

2. Broadway choreographic styles

· Robert Alton

· George Balanchine

· Jack Cole

· Bob Fosse*

3. Ideo-kinetics.
· Posture

· Alignment

4. Alexander Technique.
· Constructive rest position

· Awareness

· Relaxation

· Warm up

5. Anatomical Facts 

· Muscle and joint movement principles.

· Skeletal structure
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS: Performing Arts, American History, Social Sciences, Science, Physical Education.

GRADE: 9-12 (Adaptations for EC-8 available; Accommodations and modifications available for SE students.)

