FOLK & SOCIAL DANCE 

GROUP PROJECT

“Dance and the dancer have belonged to every age and culture since the beginning of time and thus have reflected the human condition and experience in each succeeding age.  In the earliest human experience, dance was a functional means of survival.  It is evident that dance and the dancer have played a significant role in the evolution of mankind.  In all ages, the human body, as an instrument moving in space and time, has made dance unique among the arts.  It is this uniqueness that makes dance older than art and this explains the antiquity and universality of dance.” 

Harris, Pittman, Waller – 1994

THE FOLK & SOCIAL DANCE GROUP PROJECT INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING PARTS:

· Researching a country’s dance and other important aspects

· Creating your own folk/social dance

· Creating a visual poster depicting the country and its folk dance 

THE PROJECT:

· Find a group of 3-5 people to work with.  Choose people that you will get along with and you know will contribute to the project.

· Choose a country (do NOT use the US, Mexico, or Canada):

· Argentina, China, Ireland, Scotland, England, Russia, Germany,

· Any African country (There are A LOT of folk dances to choose from.)

· Tell your teacher the following information:

· The country that you have chosen

· The names of the members of your group.

· Research what dances are specific to that area of the world.

· EACH group member prepares 5 note cards FULL of information that she will discuss during the oral presentation.

· ORAL PRESENTION MUST INCLUDE:

· Local dances – give a full description with names, tempos (fast or slow), costumes used, purpose of the dance, who would have performed this dance, what region/area is this from, and any other significant information

· Climate

· Map

· Description of the music used and /or types of musical instruments used

· CHOREOGRAPHY PRESENTATION

· BONUS - Music from your country

· 48 counts (8  8-counts) or about 45 seconds

· Be prepared to teach it to your peers

· WRITTEN PART OF CHOREOGRPAHY 

· Purpose of your dance (was this dance for celebration, death, worship, etc…)

· Dance written out in 8-counts

· What music would be used (tempo, etc…)

· POSTER PRESENTATION

· Lots of information about YOUR country 

· Map of your country showing location of this country in relation to the rest of the world

· Pictures of dancers from your country

· Costume drawing
· RESOURCES & RESOURCE PAGE

· You MUST document all of your resources

· Resources to use: books on your country, magazines, websites, CHHS data bases

FINAL CHECK:

Before the project is presented take a moment to make sure that you have EVERYTHING completed that is listed below.

1.  
5 note cards PER group member FULL of information on your country

2.  
Choreography of Folk Dance

3. 
Charted choreography, dance written out in 8 counts, and purpose of dance
4.    Poster – info about country, pictures of dancers from your country, map, costume 

5.    Resource page

DIRECTORY OF USEFUL LINKS:

The following websites are just the beginning of possibilities on the World Wide Web!  Please keep track of EVERY site you take information from and report them in your resource page.  Below are also some key words to use when using a search engine.

· Words to search by:

· Folk Dance History

· Social Dance History

· Dance History

· Social and Folk Dance History

· Specific name of country and/or dances

· Websites to Visit:

· Centralhome

· DOSADO.ORG

· Dancetime Publications

· Artslynx

DUE DATES: 





B-day



A-day

· Choose country & members


Wednesday, Feb. 9

Thursday, Feb. 10

· Library Research 



Tuesday, Feb. 15

Wednesday, Feb. 16

· Library Research 



Thursday, Feb. 17

Friday, Feb. 18

· Choreograph Folk Dance


Monday, Feb. 21

Tuesday, Feb. 22

· Choreograph Folk Dance


Wednesday, Feb. 23

Thursday, Feb. 24

· Choreograph Folk Dance & make Poster
Friday, Feb. 25


Monday, Feb. 28

· Prepare ALL material to present 

Tuesday, March 1

Wednesday, March 2 

· PRESENTATIONS



Thursday, March 3

Friday, March 4
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